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Testimony
Missouri House of Representatives Special Committee on Education Reform

Rep. Bishop Davis, Chair
January 17, 2024

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, thank you for your time.

I am Collin Hitt, Executive Director of the Saint Louis University Center for Policy
Research in Missouri Education—more commonly known as the PRiME
Center. Our motto is, “Better Data. Better Policies. Better Schools.”

I am here today to provide information-only testimony onHouseBills 1485,
1764, and 1941 which, if passed, would likely lead to the creation of charter
schools in St. Charles, St. Louis, and Boone Counties.

As this committee is aware, current law and practice largely confines charter
schools to Kansas City and St. Louis city.

Table 1:Charter School Legislation Before the Committee
House Bill Description

1485 “This bill allows for charter schools to be established in any school
district located primarily in a county with more than one million
inhabitants. Currently this would apply to St. Louis County. The
bill also allows for the funding mechanism for charter schools to
include any newly established charters.”

1764 “This bill allows for charter schools to be established in any school
district located primarily in a county with more than 400,000 but
fewer than 500,000 inhabitants. Upon enactment this would
apply to St. Charles County. The bill also allows for the funding
mechanism for charter schools to include any newly established
charter schools.”

1941 “This bill expands the current limits on where charter schools may
be operated without local school board sponsorship to include
any school district that contains the city of Columbia.”

Source:Official bill summaries from www.house.mo.gov
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It is worthwhile to know if the public would support expanding charter schools
beyond their current limits. In public policy, especially in a representative
democracy, it is important to gauge public opinion on key matters. For this
reason, the PRiME Center commissions polling on key questions surrounding
public education.

Since 2020, the PRiME Center has provided the primary support for the
SLU/YouGov Poll, a regular poll of approximately 900 likely voters in Missouri on
politics and public policy.

The poll is directed by a committee of leading faculty and staff, is vetted by the
university’s institutional review board, and is conducted by YouGov, a
world-renowned polling and public opinion research firm.

Since 2021, the SLU/YouGov poll has asked Missouri voters, “Do you support or
oppose the following policies...Charter schools should be allowed to operate in
all areas of the state?”

Exhibit 1
Missouri voter attitudes on statewide expansion of charter schools
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The majority of voters have consistently said yes, they support such a policy.
This question was asked most recently in the August 2023 SLU/YouGov poll:
55% Support this statement, 19%Oppose, and 26% were Not Sure.

This result has been remarkably stable and consistent over the life of the
SLU/YouGov poll: support for this question outweighs opposition by nearly
3-to-1, sometimes more.

These responses should be informative to the committee, while recognizing
that the legislation before you today does not expand charter schools to “all
areas of the state,” per se, only to certain counties.

We have additional polling data that is more precise to the point. In the most
recent SLU/YouGov Poll, voters were asked another question that was
extremely relevant: “Do you support or oppose the following policies...Charter
schools should be allowed to operate in my school district?” Support outweighs
opposition by more than 2-to-1. 52% of Missouri voters think charter schools
should be allowed to operate in their school districts, while 20% are opposed,
and 28% are Not Sure.

Exhibit 2
Missouri voter attitudes on charter schools operating in their school districts
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In the St. Louis Metropolitan area, germain to two of the pieces of legislation we
are now discussing, 54 percent support this statement, while 21 percent are
opposed. While our polling does not allow us to zoom in on Boone County
specifically, no region of the state significantly differs from the statewide results,
with support more than double the opposition. (See Appendix B for full
cross-tabs.)

We hope these polling numbers are useful to the committee. We thank you for
your time. The PRiME Center and Saint Louis University will be going into the
field with a series of parent, teacher and voter polls this Spring. If these surveys
can be of use to this committee in its important work, we stand ready to provide
public analysis of these and other key data in education policy.

Again, thank you.

Further Discussion

At the January 17 hearing of the House Special Committee on Education
Reform, much of the polling data above was separately cited by proponents of
House Bills 1485, 1764, and 1941. It is not hard to see why. Polls show that
Missouri voters favor the policies set forth in the legislation.

As the PRiME Center said to the committee on that day, we would be
presenting our polling results to the committee, even if we had found the
opposite, that Missouri voters broadly opposed the expansion of charter
schools. But that is not the case. Among Missouri voters, support for expanding
charter schools far outweighs opposition.

We follow the data. The PRiME Center and Saint Louis University, in
partnership with YouGov, poll prolifically on education policy matters. In 2024,
the next installments of the SLU/YouGov poll will be released in the Spring and
Fall—education topics will be a major focus. The PRiME Center will also release
its second regional Parent Poll, in partnership with the University of Arkansas, a
Missouri Teacher Poll, and a national Young Person’s Poll.
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These will provide key and novel insights into how Missourians feel above the
state of education policy today. The PRiME Center will make these data
regularly available to parents, educators and policymakers.
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Appendix A
About the SLU/YouGov Poll
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Appendix B
Full results and cross-tabs for questions discussed in preceding testimony.
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The Policy Research in Missouri Education (PRiME) Center is a non-partisan research center housed in the

Saint Louis University School of Education. Opened in the Spring of 2019, we are wholly committed to

conducting and sharing research that leads to better policies, educational outcomes, and opportunities for all

students.

Who we are

We conduct and share research on education. We help lawmakers, educators, and families in the state of


Missouri make decisions about education policy and practice. Our mission is to ensure that the people making


decisions and building policies around education have the relevant data and evidence they need to build the


best and most equitable educational systems possible.

What we do

Collin Hitt, Ph.D. is the Executive Director of the PRiME Center.
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